What does the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recognize as industry best practices for XML data exchange development?  The IRS XML Framework is a set of standards, schema components, and development tools designed from industry best practices and inter-agency collaboration. The IRS XML Framework Includes:

· A change control process for managing information sharing requirements using XML;

· Naming & Design Rules (NDR)- standards for XML design and element names;
· A controlled IRS Common XML Vocabulary- a reference set of XML simple and complex data elements representing all common IRS business terms;

· Technical tools to support development, discovery, dissemination and re-use of exchange documents and components.
The IRS has committed to transition into a standards based environment for XML data exchanges. How does this affect Modernized electronic Filing (MeF)? The IRS has attempted to mitigate impact to internal systems and our external stakeholders by considering the value and the impact of adopting industry best practices and standards as well as adopting much of the existing MeF schema components into the Controlled Vocabulary. The following is a brief summary of changes to MeF artifacts:   
· Schema (XSD)

· Locally defined elements convert to globally defined elements and types
· Statement and attachment attributes moved to independent elements
· Some element names change for harmonization into IRS XML Common Vocabulary and consistency across forms
· The eFile Types schema is replaced by an expanded reference schema to include all simple and complex type definitions for a MeF release. This reference schema is a subset of the IRS Common XML Vocabulary plus MeF specific extensions
· Instance Documents (XML)

· Approximately 20 percent of  element names and/or XPaths may change for harmonization into IRS Common XML Vocabulary and consistency across forms

· Documentation

· Form level documentation will need to be maintained separate from the form schema to allow for the reuse of global elements

Why has the IRS decided to make the change now? As MeF expands across form families and tax years it is becoming increasingly difficult for business and technical analysts to perform the manual data analysis necessary to ensure appropriate and consistent use of terms. When MeF was first deployed industry standards and best practices were in the early stages of development. Over time mature, stable and well adopted standards and common practices for XML reference models and NDR have evolved across numerous industry sectors and government agencies based on the Core Component Technical Specification (ISO 15000-5). The IRS standards are aligned with the National Information Exchange Model (NIEM) which is now recognized and promoted by the Federal CIO’s Council as an excellent framework for XML data exchange. These standards will allow the IRS to ensure consistency and rapidly integrate published forms, business services, and compliance systems across all data sources, including MeF.  
